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ELLIOTT COUES. 
Elliott Coues, the eminent ornithologist, 
died at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, 
Md., December, 25, 1899, at the compara- 
tively early age of 57 years. Dr. Coues 
was born in Portsmouth, N. H., September 
9, 1842. In 1853 his father, Samuel El- 
liott Coues, removed with his family to 
Washington, D. C, where Dr. Coues was 
educated. He was fitted for college at the 
Jesuit Seminary, now known as Gonzaga 
College, and in 1857 entered what is now 
the Columbian University, taking his de- 
gree of A. B. in 1861, and his medical de- 
gree in 1 863, and receiving later from the 
same institution the honorary degrees of 
M. A., and Ph.D. While yet a medical stu- 
dent he was enlisted as a medical cadet, and 
soon after graduation was appointed assist- 
ant surgeon in the United States Army, 
his first station being Fort Whipple> Ari- 
zona. Later he was assigned to Fort Macon, 
North Carolina, and afterwards to Fort 
McHenry, Baltimore. In 1873 he was or- 
dered to Fort Randall, Dakota, and thence 
assigned as surgeon and naturalist to the 
United States Northern Boundary Commis- 
sion, which surveyed the line of the forty- 
ninth parallel from tbe Lake of the Woods 
westward to the Eocky Mountains. The 
following six years were spent in Washing- 
ton, the first two in the preparation of the 
scientific report of the Northern Boundary 
Survey, on the conclusion of which he was 
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abundant Latinisms, ambiguous pbrases, and 
awkward statements reveal that this process 
has not been very successfully accomplished in 

the present instance. 

Joseph Jasteow. 
University of Wisconsin. 
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SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS AND ARTICLES. 
The New York Botanical Garden has begun 
the publication of a monthly journal to contain 
notes, news and untechnical articles of general 
interest. It is edited by Dr. D. T. MacDougal, 
director of the laboratories, and is sent free to 
members of the Garden The first number, con- 
taining sixteeti pages, opens with an article on 
the Museum building by Dr. N.L. Britton, with a 
plate, and this is followed by short unsigned 
articles on ' Cooperative Forestry,' ' Etiolated 
Plants as Food,' 'Micorhizas of Orchids' and 
'Colors.' At the end there are notes on re- 
cent accessions to the Gardens and on other 
subjects of botanical interest. The New York 
Botanical Garden now has four series of publi- 



cations. The Journal just mentioned, the Bul- 
letin, containing official documents and technical 
articles, Memoirs and Contributions, the latter 
being reprints from other journals. 

The December number of the Bulletin of the 
American Mathematical Society contains a report 
of the October meeting of the Society, by the 
Secretary ; ' Note on the Simply Transitive 
Primitive Groups,' by Dr. G. A. Miller ; 'On the 
Commutators of a given Group,' by Dr. G. A. 
Miller ; a review of Oltramare's ' Calcul do 
Generalization,' by Professor E. O. Lovett; 
' Shorter Notices'; ' Notes '; ' New Publication.' 
The January number of the Bulletin contains 
the Presidential Address of Professor R. S. 
Woodward. ' The Century's Progress in Pure 
Mathematics,' delivered at the annual meet- 
ing of the Society, December 28, 1899 ; ' The 
Status of Imaginaries in Pure Geometry,' by 
Professor Charlotte Angas Scott; 'Notes';. 
'New Publications.' 



SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES. 
GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON. 

At the 94th meeting and 7th annual meeting, 
held December 13, 1899, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year : President, 
Whitman Cross ; Vice-Presidents, J. S. Dilller, 
C. W. Hayes ; Treasurer, M. R. Campbell ;, 
Secretaries, F. L. Bansome, David White; 
Members- at-large of the Council, G. P. Merrill, 
Bailey Willis, A. H. Brooks, Waldemar Lind- 
gren, G. O. Smith. 

The 95th regular meeting was held January 
10, 1900. Under informal communications Mr. 
G. P. Merrill exhibited and briefly described 
a nepheline-melilite-basalt from Rocky Hill, 
Oahu, where it had been found in place by 
Professor C. H. Hitchcock. It was stated that 
while a rock of this type had been previously 
described by Wichmann and others from frag- 
ments brought by vessels as ballast, this was, 
it was believed, the first discovery of the rock 
in place. 

Under the regular program the following 
papers were presented : 

(1) Mr. Joseph A. TafF: ' Structural Features 



